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Welcome to the 2017-2018 school year! I’m looking forward to an un-bee-lievable year. I hope the 

following information will prove helpful as we begin our academic journey. 

’ …

I place a strong emphasis on kindness, compassion, teamwork and resolve. As part of this emphasis, 

our class will be implementing a “Caught Being Kind” program. Students may fill out a reporting form 

if they catch another student performing an act of kindness. I will also be filling out “Caught Being 

Kind” forms when I catch students being particularly kind. We will start our year with the novel, 

Wonder, that deals with issues of acceptance and kindness. I also ask that students perform 

random acts of kindness as weekend homework (one per day). These acts can be as simple as holding 

the door open for others during a trip to the mall, loading the dishwasher, helping to fold the 

laundry, etc.  I hope that consciously working on kindness will spill over to behavior outside of the 

classroom as well. 
 

 
I wholeheartedly believe in cooperative learning in the classroom.  I will be 

placing my students in mixed ability groups so that they may help each other 

during the learning process.  Research has shown that all students do better 

when they are allowed to discuss and defend their ideas as they learn. 

Working in small groups also helps students learn valuable social skills they 

will need throughout life.  Parents are often concerned about grades in the 

cooperative learning classroom. Don’t worry! All grades come from individual 

assignments and tests.  No student's grade will be raised or lowered based on the performance of 

others in the group.  I welcome the opportunity to discuss cooperative learning if you have any 

questions or concerns.  

I will send home a manila envelope called the “Wednesday Envelope” each 

Wednesday. All the graded papers for that week can be found in the Wednesday 

Envelope as well as a missing assignment sheet or progress report listing any 

missing assignments or a “Work is Complete” note if all assignments are complete. 

Please be aware that NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED in this class except 

in cases of illness or other unusual circumstances, however I require students to 

rework homework (particularly in math) with incorrect answers. These “redo’s” are due the next 

school day after the original assignment was due, and students will generally have the opportunity 

to work on their redo’s in class. In this way, students have the opportunity to learn the concept 

being taught without being penalized for misunderstandings. Every student has the opportunity to 

be an “A” student. When the Wednesday Envelope comes home, please remove the papers, look over 
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the missing assignment sheet or progress report, sign the Wednesday Envelope, and return it to 

school with your child on Thursday. I will always send home a Wednesday envelope (or notify you 

that one will not be sent), so don’t accept any excuses for your child not having the envelope, 

complete with graded work and a missing assignment page or “All Complete” note on Wednesday.  If 

you do not receive one, please email me (lchatelain@graniteschools.org) or call the school (385-646-

4924) to let me know.  

Our class has a home on the Internet. We have a class web page, “Mrs. C’s Bees,” 

which I will update nightly with assignments and homework, the week’s spelling 

lists, important upcoming events and helpful websites. Please be a frequent 

visitor to the web page to keep up-to-date on classroom events and in-the-know 

about homework assignments. Our web site can be accessed via a link through the 

Morningside homepage at www.graniteschools.org/el/morningside or directly at 

http://lesliechatelain.wix.com/the-hive. Parents, I encourage you to access the Granite School 

District’s Gradebook site to keep tabs on your child’s progress. Please check in weekly, and let me 

know if you think a grade is in error. INVOLVED PARENTS ARE THE KEY TO A CHILD’S SUCCESS 

IN SCHOOL! If you have not already set up a Gradebook account, you can find information on 

setting up an account from the district’s homepage at www.graniteschools.org. CHECKING 

GRADEBOOK REGULARLY MAY BE THE MOST IMPORTANT STEP YOU CAN TAKE TO BE SURE 

YOUR STUDENT IS KEEPING UP ON SCHOOL WORK. 

 

Regular school attendance is critical to the learning process. Our school day officially starts at 

9:05 a.m. When your child is absent or tardy, he or she misses valuable instructional time. Please 

call the school (385-646-4924) prior to 9:00 a.m. to notify the office that your child will be absent. 

Even though the district has strict attendance policies, it’s important to keep your child home if he 

or she is sick.  Your child will be responsible for making up missing work upon his/her return to 

school. I will provide a form listing all assignments that need to be completed and a due date. 

Generally, your child has as many days to make up the work as they were absent. For example, if a 

student misses 2 class days, missing work should be completed within two days of their return to 

class for full credit.  

 

 

Becoming a good reader may be the single most important ingredient to 

academic success. As with any skill, reading improves with practice. Ideally 

your child should be reading each and every day. I ask that your child 

bring a book to class each day to take 

advantage of a few minutes during the school day to read. I also 

ask that you encourage your child to read at home every night. 

Your child will receive a reading bookmark at the beginning of each 

month. Please have your child record the number of minutes they 

read each night. To receive full points, your child is expected to 

read a total of 700 minutes each month.  I require a parent 

http://www.graniteschools.org/el/morningside
http://www.graniteschools.org/
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signature on the bookmark. The bookmark is due with reading minutes totaled on the first day of 

the new month. 

 

I believe that homework is important for practicing skills that have been learned 

or for enriching the classroom experience. On the other hand, I don’t believe in 

overloading students with busywork! In many cases, homework is simply classwork 

that was not finished.  I try to give ample time in class for the completion of 

assignments, but sometimes students must finish at home. In order to help 

students get their homework assignments done, students will be given a planner. 

They will write their assignments in their planner and be responsible for bringing 

home the planner as well as important papers or books necessary to complete their homework. 

Please check your child’s backpack and planner each night. Sign the planner and have your child 

return it to school the next day. I will do a planner check each morning looking for your signature. 

This is an important link in the line of communication between home and school. Unless otherwise 

specified, homework is due the following day. I expect all homework and classwork to be turned in 

on time. As discussed earlier, late assignments will not be accepted. Students WILL NOT be 

allowed to call home if they forget their work. Students should pack their backpacks or bookbags at 

night with all the materials needed for the next day. Organization is the key to success! 

Remember “Go Math” homework pages and our Go Math textbook are available for you from your 

home computer. Log on to www.thinkcentral.com. Click on the “Mathematics” tab. Next, click on the 

“Go Math” icon with the blue sky-like background and orangish-yellow Go Math letters. Next, you 

will need to enter the state, district and school name from the drop down menus. Be sure to click on 

“remember this information” so that need not enter this information each time you log in. Your 

child’s user name and password are their 7-digit Granite District student numbers. Under “library” 

you will find our textbook (Go Math! Student Edition) and homework pages (Go Math! Standards 

Practice Book).  

Occasionally every student, even the most top-notch student, stumbles on an assignment. 

My goal is for students to learn! After reviewing the assignment in class, I will ask your child to 

redo the incorrect problems, and will then grade based on their corrected assignment. 

PARENTS…a note on homework (particularly math)….Please DO NOT show your child how to solve  

problems. The most current research on learning is showing that significant learning occurs through 

mistakes and the struggle to understand. Students will have an opportunity to correct their errors 

without being penalized for them. From time to time, I will even send home an assignment that your 

child will NOT know how to do. I just want them to think about the problem and try it. We will work 

on finding solutions in class. Also, be careful about what messages you send your child. Comments 

like, “Math just isn’t your thing,” can be damaging to students and is really not true. Researchers 

tell us that everyone is capable of learning math at its highest levels. I want students to develop 

persistence, ask questions, take risks, work with others, and develop deep mathematical 

understandings. 

http://www.thinkcentral.com/
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I want to explain a very effective behavior management system that I use in my classroom.  A chart 

is posted in the room with a numbered pocket for each child in the class. Everyone begins the day 

with a white card showing at the front of the packet. If a class rule is broken, homework due that 

day is not completed, or a planner has not been signed (parents…sign those plannners nightly!) the 

color changes to green, which serves as a warning. If another problem occurs that day, the color will 

change to yellow. The student will miss 5 minutes of recess. In the rare occurrence that a third 

misbehavior occurs in one day, the student will change their card to red. The student will miss one 

complete recess, fill out a “Stop & Think” form, and take the form home for a parent signature. The 

“Stop & Think” form MUST be returned the next school day. The color black is reserved for severe 

discipline problems and results in a “Think Time” The student may be asked to go to a “Think Time” 

classroom for 30 minutes and fills out a “Stop & Think” form. Parents will be notified. The “Stop & 

Think” form goes home. It must be signed by the parent and returned the next school day. 

 

 

Even though we now enjoy an air-conditioned building, our classroom may feel 

toasty at this time of year! I encourage students to bring a water bottle to school 

during the hot months to keep on their desks during the day and to use at recess. 

Plain water is the only beverage permitted, and the bottle must have a secure lid. 

Water bottles should be taken home regularly to be cleaned.  

 

 

Your child will be earning classroom cash for planner signatures, 

returned (and signed) Wednesday Envelopes, on task behaviors, 

work completion, and other positive actions. The dollars can be 

redeemed every second month during the year for a reward 

activity, auction, or drawing, and needed supplies can be purchased from me at any time with 

classroom cash (pencils, pens, whiteboard markers, red pens, etc.)  I sincerely appreciate donations 

of goods that can be used for these incentive activities. 

 

 

 
I love to have parent volunteers in the room! If you are interested in volunteering, please send a 

note or email me. Your presence in the school sends a valuable message to your child that their 

education is very important to you. We’ll need volunteers for JA Biz Town in November, and for our 

Colonial Day in December, for field trips throughout the year, and various other projects and 

activities. If you have a special talent, or knowledge about a particular country, culture, or topic 

that you’d be willing to share, please let me know! We would love to have you share your expertise 

with us. 
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Mrs. Chatelain’s email:  lchatelain@graniteschools.org 

Class Website:lesliechatelain.wix.com/the-hive 

Spelling City:  www.spellingcity.com/lchatelain/ 

Gradebook: Set up an account at www.graniteschools.org 

Morningside Web Page: www.graniteschools.org/el/morningside  

Go Math!:  www.thinkcentral.com  

Math homework help:   www.learnzillion.com  and   www.khanacademy.org  and www.ixl.com 
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